
From the President’s Desk
Compatriots,
Each one of the 50 State Society 

Presidents is charged to preserve the 
underlying heritage of our Society. One 
important reason we joined this great 
organization is to share our beliefs about the 
wonderful American “Experiment” (to use a 
term coined by James Madison) with other 
Americans.

Our founding fathers believed in civic virtue, 
a natural rights philosophy, and the concept of 
republicanism. The New Mexico Society  of the 
SAR, through our four chapters (3 Rivers, 
Albuquerque, Gadsden, and Santa Fé), can 
demonstrate these ideals by  making community 
recognition awards.

So far this year, weʼve received no reports 
of Law Enforcement Commendation Medals, 
Fire Safety  Commendation Awards, or 
Emergency  Medical Services Commendation 
Medals being awarded by  any  chapter. Perhaps 
some are in the pipeline. Recall that making 
such awards is an explicit 2012 NMSSAR goal 
spelled out in our Annual meeting held on 
February  25th in Las Cruces. Please carefully 
examine your communities to see which public 
servant may  deserve one of these SAR 
awards. Chapters have full authority  to initiate 
their presentation. These awards not only 
honor their recipient but they showcase 
American virtues of sacrifice and a willingness 
to serve others. SAR programs, activities, and 
awards are tools to enlighten our communities. 
If we donʼt tell our own story, that spark of 
liberty  - the American spirit - may burn less 
brightly.

O n a n o t h e r t o p i c , t h e B o a r d o f 
Management recently  met on-line to respond to 
a motion made to increase the State portion of 
our annual dues by  $5. Of the 19 eligible 
offices, 15 voted on the motion – 4 did not vote. 

The tally was 9 yeas, 6 nays. Therefore, 
starting in 2013, your dues statement will show 
a $5 increase.

Finally, Compatriots, the 122nd Congress of 
the Sons of the American Revolution held in 
Phoenix was a resounding success. A number 
of New Mexico Society  members and spouses 
as well as the New Mexico Society  Color Guard 
headed by Compatriot George Garcia were 
present. Altogether, over 414 Compatriots and 
guests were registered for this Congress. A 
report of the Congress that New Mexico and 
Arizona co-hosted will be forthcoming under 
separate cover.

Fraternally,

George Biles; 2012 President, NMSSAR

New Mexico Society Color Guard 
Presents a Plaque to Honor Spanish 

Presidio Soldiers in Santa Fé
1779 – 1783

In late 2011, the New Mexico Society  of the 
Sons of the American Revolution conducted a 
formal Plaque Presentation ceremony at the 
State of New Mexicoʼs History Museum in 
Santa Fé, NM. The plaque, donated by  the 
NMSSAR as an initiative of then NMSSAR 
President Ted Adams, honors the Presidio 
Soldiers of Santa Fé. These Presidio soldiers 
and residents, known as donativos, supported 
the American Revolution. Spainʼs Ambassador 
to the United States, the Honorable Jorge 
Dezcallar, and Sra Dezcallar, came to Santa Fé 
from the Spanish Embassy in Washington, DC 
to participate in this NMSSAR ceremony. 
Former Palace of the Governors Director, 
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historian, and author, Dr. Tom Chávez, also 
spoke about the support Spain provided to the 
American Revolution. There were close to 100 
persons in the audience at this formal 
ceremony.

Because of Spanish King Carlos IIIʼs 
mandate and policies, Spain contributed 
firearms, cannon, uniforms, medical supplies, 
foodstuffs, tents, cots and bedding for the 
Amer i can Con t inen ta l A rmy.Dona t i vo 
contr ibut ions therefore make properly 
documented descendants eligible to apply  for 
membership in the SAR and DAR.

The New Mexico Society  supported 
genealogist Henrietta Christmas of the Santa 
Fé New Mexico History Museum in the creation 
of a poster that lists donativo names. 
Descendents can now readily  trace their 

ancestor(s) who served at various Presidios in 
and around Santa Fé.

The NM Society  Color Guard presented and 
posted the Colors during the Presentation. A 
photo is shown below. Four of the members 
depicted in this photo are direct descendent of 
Presidio Soldiers ― Vernon Prisciliano Casias, 
George Cecilio Garcia (to the right of 
Ambassador Dezcallar and Captain of the 
NMSSAR Color Guard), Charles D. Martinez y 
Vigil, and Lionel E. Rael. The Uniform of the 
Color Guard is based on the original uniform of 
the Presidio Soldiers of the period and was 
chosen by the New Mexico Society to honor 
them for their support to the American 
Revolution.
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Like Father – Like Son 
A wonderful situation has occurred in 2012 

that brings New Mexicoʼs Gadsden Chapter and 
the Culpepper, Virginia Minutemen Chapter 
together in a most inspiring way.  The President 
of the NMSSAR Gadsden Chapter is Andrew 
(Drew) Lyngar and the President of the VASSAR 
Culpepper Minutemen Chapter is his son Lance 
Michael Lyngar.  Such a family  involvement in 
the SAR may occur from time to time, but in 
2012 we have the privilege of being a part of this 
very special situation.

Andrew Lyngar was born in Missouri and 
holds BS in Chemistry  and a MBA in Marketing.  
He served in the USMC/USMCR from 1955 to 
1989 in Embarkation/ Logistics and held the rank 
of Master Gunnery  Sergeant.  He spent 10 years 
in the Meat and Food Industry  and 22 years with 
the US Dept of Agriculture in Food Safety 
Inspection Service.  He is also a Second Vice 
President NMSSAR and Chairman, Gadsden 
Chapter Volunteers in 2012.  He and his wife, 

Portia are active retirees and very proud of their 
son, Lance.

Lance graduated from Norwich University 
with a BS in Computer Science engineering.  He 
has been a system/software engineer for 23 
years at several major defense firms, designing 
military communication or weapons systems.  In 
addition to being the President of the Culpepper 
Minutemen Chapter (CMM), Lance has been the 
Chapter Treasurer (2007-2009), Second Vice 
President in 2009, First Vice President in 2010, 
and President (2011 – present).  An Eagle Scout 
with Meritorious Service Medal, Lance has 
received recognition with the Virginia Society 
Medal, Virginia Society  Chapter Service Medal, 
Carl F.Bessent Award (2010-2011) and is of the 
Colonel First Virginia Regiment.

The NMSSAR are proud to have such 
compatriots as part of our leadership and such a 
committed family to the SAR.
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SAR Spring Leadership Conference
George Biles, NMSSAR President

The 225th Anniversary  of the United States Constitution takes place on September 17, 2012. 
NMSSAR sent to each Chapter President a draft resolution that we hope gets published in local New 
Mexico newspapers and newsletters. The contents of this draft resolution are so meaningful and 
important that we are reprinting this entire draft resolution below:

“Whereas the American Revolution secured the independence of the United States of America, and 
made possible our vibrant system of self-government;

Whereas the supporters of the American Revolution, through their vision and determination, 
enhanced the lives of countless individuals and made possible our system of equal justice, limited 
government, and the rule of law;

Whereas the sacrifices made by those who fought in the American Revolution, and the role played 
by the thirty-nine delegates at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 225 years 
ago irrevocably changed the course of history;

Whereas, our Constitution, a revered document, remains the oldest operational, written constitution, 
provides inalienable rights for every American citizen, secures the “Blessings of Liberty for ourselves 
and our Posterity,” and sets the standard of democracy for the world;

Whereas, the delegates to the Constitutional Convention in 1787 established the imperative 
precedent of compromise which remains, to this day, an essential aspect of the American legislature;

Whereas, the Constitution and its subsequent 27 amendments outline our freedoms and the 
principles of our representative government that are as strong today as they were on that momentous 
occasion in 1787;

Whereas, in concisely 4,543 words framed over 100 days, the Constitution defines the limitations 
on government, the checks and balances on which our branches of government rely, and the principles 
of individual liberty and responsibility;

Whereas, September 17, 2012, marks the 225th anniversary of the signing of the United States 
Constitution, which is the supreme law of our land and the document by which we govern our great 
nation;

Whereas, to venerate the immeasurable importance of our Constitution and the day on which it was 
signed, continually educating and celebrating the principles and legacy of our Founding Fathers proves 
essential: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the town, city, county, state of New Mexico commemorates the 225th anniversary of 
the signing of the United States Constitution on September 17, 2012, and remembers the sacrifices 
made by those who made its signing possible.” 
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Gordon Sumner Jr., 1924-2012: Retired 
general was a longtime Los Alamos 

supporter
Gordon Sumner Jr., one of New Mexico's 

highest ranking retired military  men, died of a 
heart attack Thursday, April 5, at his office in 
Santa Fe. He was 87.

Lt. General Sumner was a member of the 
Santa Fé Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. He enlisted in the U.S. Army after 
graduating from the New Mexico Military  Institute 
and went on to become a lieutenant general in 
the United States Army, an ambassador at large 
to Latin America and a military-technology 
consultant to Los Alamos.

Born July  23, 1924, in Albuquerque, he 
attended public schools until his junior year, 
when he transferred to the New Mexico Military 
Institute in Roswell, where he received an 
associate degree. He would later take a 
bachelor's degree in political science from 
Louisiana State University and a bachelor's in 
political science from the University of Maryland.

In 1950, he was badly  wounded in Korea and 
captured by  Chinese forces near Pyongyang. 
"He refused to walk for them, so they  put him on 
a litter," his wife Fernandes said. When the U.S. 
Air Force strafed the Chinese forces, "in all the 
confusion, they dropped the litter. He rolled off it 
and went into the woods."

Sumner eventually  made it to a U.S. garrison 
where, after soldiers fired on him because they 
thought he was the enemy. He recovered and 
was sent to Japan to recuperate from his 
injuries. There, he became a speechwriter for 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur until MacArthur was 
fired by President Harry Truman

After Korea, Sumner took a variety  of 
assignments around the world, including 
commanding an artillery division in Vietnam and 
a series of high-level staff assignments in 
Washington, D.C., and serving as director of the 
Middle East Task Group during the 1973 Yom 
Kippur War. In 1975, he was promoted to 
lieutenant general and assigned as chairman of 
the Inter-American Defense Board, working 
closely  with heads of state in the Western 
Hemisphere.

Sumner moved to Santa Fe in 1978 after 
retiring from the military, but he remained active 

in the geopolitical arena, appointed by  President 
Ronald Reagan as ambassador at large to Latin 
America and serving as a special adviser to the 
White House and the secretary of state.

He founded and developed three technology 
companies -- Cypress International, Sumner 
Associates and La Mancha Co. As a visiting staff 
member and consultant to Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, he was instrumental in the 
development of armor/anti-armor programs and 
was involved in a number of classified programs 
involving special operations, low-intensity 
conflicts, drug enforcement and the Strategic 
Defense Initiative.

Sumner's first wife died in 1974, and while 
consulting at Los Alamos, he met Fernandes, 
whom he married in 1991. The two were among 
the founders of the New Mexico Free Press, a 
politically  conservative newspaper that was 
distributed free in Santa Fe from 2007 to 2009. 
Sumner served on the Bush-Cheney  '04 
Veterans Leadership Team.

Funeral services were held April 24 at Holy 
Faith Episcopal Church. His ashes were taken to 
Arlington National Cemetery for burial.
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New Mexico Society 
Sons of the American Revolution 

 
April 16, 2012 

 
Donald Shaw 
Executive Director 
National Society, SAR 
1000 S. Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40203-3208 
 
Dear Don, 
 
 The purpose of this letter is to recommend that NSSAR award the 
SAR International Medal to the Spanish Ambassador to the United States: 
 

Ambassador D. Jorge Dezcallar de Mazarredo 
2375 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
e-mail: emb.washington@maec.es 

 
Ambassador Descallar has been a friend to the SAR in two notable 

ways. 
 
First, on November 13, 2011, the Santa Fé History Museum honored 

the Spanish soldiers of the Santa Fé Presidio who helped the American colo-
nies win their independence. The Santa Fé Chapter of the New Mexico Socie-
ty of the Sons of the American Revolution unveiled a plaque designed and 
donated by the NMSSAR for permanent display in the Palace of the Gover-
nors in Santa Fé that commemorated those sol ntributions. At the cer-
emony, attended by about 100 attendees at the Palace of the Governors, a 
former Director of the History Museum, Dr. Tom Chavez, spoke on 
Aid in the Independence of the Unit Among Spanish dignitaries 
who traveled to Santa Fé to attend this Veter  were Ambassa-
dor and Sra. Jorge Dezcallar de Mazarredo who traveled to New Mexico from 
the Spanish Embassy in Washington, D. C. 

 
Second, when Ambassador Dezcallar heard about research being 

conducted by various SAR members to document descendants of Spanish 
Presidio members so they could become members of the SAR, he directed his 
staff at the Spanish Embassy in Washington to compile an official dossier of 
all these donativos  who are recorded in official Spanish records in order to 
assist genealogical research. 

 
Ambassador Dezcallar s cooperation, efforts, and assistance that he 

provided to the SAR is greatly appreciated and fully deserving of recognition 
by NSSAR. We request that Ambassador Dezcallar receive the SAR Interna-
tional Medal at an appropriate ceremony at the earliest opportunity. 

 
Best Regards, 

 
 

George E. Biles, Ph.D. 
2012 NMSSAR President 

  

2012 NMSSAR Board 
of Managers 

 
George E. Biles 
Michael E. Barger 
Andrew S. Lyngar 
Raymond L. Alexander 
John A. Farris 

 
John J. Robinson 
Teddy A. Adams 
John M. Orton 
Rev. Perkins L. Patton 
John J. Robinson 
Andrew S. Lyngar, Jr. 
Burgess V. Weaver 
Steve W. Wamel 
Teddy A. Adams 
Jim P. Thornton 
James E. Hesse 
Captain Walter F. Baker 
Rev. Perkins L. Patton 
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Compatriots Can Again Support the
New Mexico Society Color Guard

with Their Donations
Last year we asked New Mexico Compatriots for donations to purchase 

Color Guard Uniforms – Work Coats and Breeches.  Color Guard members 
contributed $200 each for hats, shirts, socks, garters and gloves.  Your 
response was fantastic with over $4,500 donated in about six months.

We outfitted nine members in Santa Fe and Albuquerque.  This year we are 
again asking for your support to continue our program to outfit up to five more 
members.  The New Mexico Society  owns the Work Coats and Breeches and 
will pass them to new Color Guard members as required.  With proper care, 
these Uniforms should last a good number of years and be altered, to fit new 
members as they step forward.

Your Color Guard is being noticed as described elsewhere in this 
newsletter and prior ones.  It is a major public information tool to expand our membership and provide 
awareness to the people of New Mexico as to who we are and what we represent.  It is a teaching tool 
for our education program and was a major part of our participation in the 2012 Congress in Phoenix, 
AZ in July  of 2012 as well as other State Centennial events in 2012.  We need your support and we 
need your personal participation.

Let’s do it again this year!

New Mexico Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
Financial Support to the NMSSAR Color Guard Uniform and Equipment Project

Please provide a generous financial donation to our Color Guard Uniform and Equipment Project.  This will be a 
tax deductible donation since we are a Nationally Recognized 501 c (3) non profit organization whose NMSSAR 
tax I.D. number is:  86-6015024.

Name:  _____________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________

City:  _____________________________  State:  ______  Zip:  _______________

Your donation in the amount of:  $____________________ is most appreciated.

Make checks payable to:  NMSSAR  (please state donation is for the Color Guard Uniform Project)

Mail this form with your check to:
Mr. John Adams Farris, Treasurer, NMSSAR
9303 Topanga Court NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87122-1225

Thank you for your support:
George Garcia, Color Guard Commander
(Keep a copy of this form for your tax records)
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2nd Quarterly Report
Gadsden Chapter

Gadsden Chapter held their meeting at Las 
Trancas Restaurant on April 16, with seven 
members and one guest present.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by  Capt. Walter Baker, the 
SAR pledge was led by Robert Northrup, and 
invocation was given by Rev. Perkins Patton.

The Gadsden Chapter celebrated Patriots 
Day  by  discussing Patriotʼs Day  and why  it has 
holds such a place in American History.  Patriotʼs 
Day  commemorates the battle of Lexington and 
Concord of the American Revolutionary  War, 
which was fought near Boston in 1775.  Patriotʼs 
Day  is annually  held on the third Monday  of April.  
It should not be confused with Patriot Day 
always held on September 11 to mark the 
anniversary of terrorist attack in the USA in 2001.

On March 25, 2012, seven members of the 
Gadsden Chapter, some e wives, and two 
friends of the SAR volunteered to help at the 
water station at the end the Bataan Memorial 
Death March held at White Sands Missile 
Range, NM.  The SAR volunteers were among 
over 1,200 volunteers that staffed water stations, 
emergency  medical and logistical assistance to 
the participants.  The SAR volunteers prepared 
and served power ade and water (2 1/2 water 
buffaloes of water was used, 1,000 gallons per 
water buffalo) to the participants of the March 
when they  finished their run or march.  It was 
very  gratifying to see on the faces, the 
expression of gratification or near complete 
exhaustion as the marchers crossed the finish 
line. The marchers had accomplished a very 
strenuous and grueling marathon in a hot desert 
of New Mexico (mid 90ʼs during the afternoon).  
The Gadsden SAR was requested to be 
volunteers next year at the Bataan Memorial 
Death March taking place on St Patrickʼs Day 17 
March 2013, and we hope to exceed the number 
of volunteers next year than we had this year.

Over 6,700 participants attended the Bataan 
Memorial Death March, White Sands Missile 
Range, NM on the 25 of March 2012.  Volunteers 
from Gadsden Chapter in Las Cruces were 
positioned at the 26 mile 285 yard finish line and 
provided water and power ade to participants 
who manages to finish the march.  Some 
marchers ran, others walked some in full field 
gear, either a 14 mile or the full marathon course 

over rough desert terrain under a relentless 
March sun at White Sands Missile Range.

The Bataan Memor ia l Death March 
commemorates the forced 65 mile march of 
some 76,000 American and Filipino prisoners of 
war at the outset of World War II.  It is estimated 
that 19,000 prisoners, many  were Americans 
(including a large continent from the 200th Coast 
Artillery  Battalion of New Mexico) and Filipinos 
were bayoneted, executed, or buried alive during 
or after the grueling march.  Twelve survivors of 
the Bataan Death March sitting, some in wheel 
chairs, all in their 90ʼs greeted and shook hands 
with volunteers and participants of the March.

Charles Baker of the Gadsden Chapter shaking 
hands with Bataan Death March survivors.

Compatriot Sam Bradley  and his wife Joanna, 
Compatriot Lt. Colonel John Orton, USAF 
(Retired); and Compatriot Master Gunnery 
Sergeant Andrew Lyngar, USMC (Retired). 
Compatriot Lyngar is President of the Gadsden 
Chapter.
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Albuquerque Chapter, New 
Mexico Society

Sons of the American 
Revolution

24 March 2012 Meeting Minutes
President John Robinson opened the 

meeting of the Albuquerque Chapter at 12:05 
pm.  The Invocation was led by  Compatriot Yost.  
We recited the Pledge of Allegiance and the SAR 
Pledge.

Members Present:  Compatriots:  Robinson, 
Farris, Rael, Garcia, Yost, Blumenfeld, Barger, 
Alexander

Guests Present:  Barbara Robinson, 
Caroline Rael, Leon Rael (prospective member) 
Belinda Garcia, Mark Miera (prospective 
member).

Guest Speaker: none
Old Business

Compatriot Barger announced that he has 
paid for the SAR bolo tie, but will be happy  to 
resell it to anyone who is interested for any sum 
greater than $131.00.

President Robinson informed us that our 
guest speaker found himself unable to attend our 
meeting at the last minute, but wishes to 
reschedule his talk for a future meeting.  
President Robinson has also been in contact 
with Rick Romero of the Patriot Guard who may 
be our guest speaker next month.

President Robinson approved the January 
2012 minutes as corrected. The corrected 
minutes from January  will be distributed to the 
email list.
2012 Congress in Scottsdale-update:

President Robinson informed us that details 
pertaining to the congress may be found in the 
latest issue of SAR magazine, and that 
Compatriot Tomlinson has scheduled various 
members to assist at the event.  President 
Robinson has read in the Magazine that this will 
be a “dress-down” event.  Compatriot Barger 
said that he had heard otherwise, that coats may 
be required.  President Robinson will contact 
Compatriot Tomlinson to resolve this matter.  
Compatriot Alexander informed us that the gun 

raffle to raise money  to support our participation 
at the Congress is going well and has covered its 
costs.  
Review of By-laws

Compatriot Barger volunteered to lead the 
effort on this task.
New Member Recruitment

State President George Biles has asked 
each chapter to recruit at least three new 
members.  Compatriot Alexander reported that 
he is making good progress on this, including 
Mark Miera, one of our guests at the meeting.
Awards to Public Servants

Compatriot Farris suggested that we contact 
police and firefighter's unions to ask for their help 
in nominating their members for awards.  
President Robinson said that he will look into 
how to contact the unions.  
Flag Certificates

Compatriot Alexander requested that our 
chapter find someone to receive the Flag 
Certificate in time for Walt Becker to report on 
that to the National Congress.
Eagle Scouting

Compatriot Barger reported that he has 
received the Eagle Scout records, but does not 
personally  have time to take over that 
responsibility.
Past President Award

President Robinson presented Compatriot 
Barger with a certificate and a pin in recognition 
of his recent service as our chapter President.  
Compatriot Barger suggested that we also 
bestow such awards on past President Will 
Hanrahan.  President Robinson and Compatriot 
Alexander agreed to pursue that task.
Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report-Compatriot Blumenfeld

There was no formal treasurerʼs report 
submitted, but Treasurer Blumenfeld reported 
that the bank account balance was a little larger 
than $2300.00
Color Guard/Historian Report-Compatriot 
Garcia

The Color Guard will present the colors at the 
State of New Mexico's centennial celebration on 
June 16th.  The City  will donate some money  to 
support our participation.
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Registrar's Report-Compatriot Alexander
Registrar Alexander reported that Lionel 

Rael's two sons Evan and Leon have had their 
genealogy approved; their certificates should be 
here in time for our April meeting.  Bill Boone 
Junior and Bill Boone Senior have also had their 
membership approved.  One prospective 
member has had his application pended, but we 
have asked that he be “grandfathered” into 
membership.  Jim Thompson's supplemental 
application had been forgotten but has no been 
approved.  President Robinson's supplemental is 
in progress.
Historian's Report-Compatriot Barger

Historian Barger reported that he has 
received the historical records from the previous 
historian.  He asked that we continue to 
document our events with photographs.
Veteran's Affairs-Compatriot Adams

No report in Compatriot Adams' absence.  
Compatriot Yost asked where we stand with 
regard to assistance of veterans with their 
genealogy.
ROTC-Compatriot Adams

No report in Compatriot Adams' absence.
Calling Committee Report-Compatriot Yost

Chaplain Yost will send cards to members 
from we have not heard recently.  No additional 
illnesses to report, but James Thompson's wife 
has been ill.
New Business

President Robinson would like to institute a 
period of open discussion at the end of each 
meeting.
Compatriot Barger reminded us that, 

1) the Albuquerque Family History Expo will be 
held soon,

2) the New Mexico Statehood History 
Conference will be held in Santa Fe on May 
3rd and 4th and 

3) on March 30 to April 1st the New Mexico 
State DAR Conference will be held in 
Albuquerque.

4) A local DAR's Medal of Honor winner is 
buried in a local cemetary; there will be a 
ceremony soon if anyone of us would like to 
attend.

P. Blumenfeld, Secretary/Treasurer

28 April 2012 Meeting Minutes
President John Robinson opened the 

meeting of the Albuquerque Chapter at 12:00 
pm.  The Invocation was led by  Compatriot Yost.  
We recited the Pledge of Allegiance and the SAR 
Pledge.

Members Present:  Compatriots:  John 
Robinson, John Farris, Lionel Rael, Leon Rael, 
George Garcia, Ken Yost, Phil Blumenfeld, Mike 
Barger, Ray Alexander, Ted Adams, Bill Boone, 
Billy Boone, Harold Jacobs, Sam Baty

Guests Present:  Caroline Rael, Debbie 
Rael, Belinda Garcia, Jo Margaret Farris, Roger 
Newall (prospective member), Kevin Carr 
(prospective member).

Guest  Speaker: None; Compatriot Garcia 
made a presentation on the historical figure Don 
Bernardo de Galvez.
Old Business

President Robinson approved the March 
2012 minutes as corrected. 
2012 Congress in Scottsdale-update:

President Robinson informed us that per 
Gene Tomlinson, business casual attire will be 
appropriate at evening meetings.  In the heat of 
the day  Bermuda shorts and golf shirts with 
collars will be appropriate.  

Compatriot Adams could use some help with 
the gun raffle; the drawing is to be held on 5/15.  
An impartial person will be needed to perform 
the drawing.
ROTC

Compatriot Adams solicited assistance in 
traveling to local schools over the next few 
weeks to make ROTC awards.  He distributed 
the awards to those who volunteered.
Awards to Public Servants

President Robinson has contacted the 
Albuquerque Fire Department about potential 
award recipients but has not yet received a reply.  
He intends to persist in this effort.
Flag Certificates

We intend to have a total of four certificates 
awarded in time for reporting to the National 
Congress, including awards to Chalmers Ford, 
Hinkleyʼs, Compatriot George Garcia and a 
neighbor of Compatriot Adamsʼ.  Compatriots 
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Adams and Alexander have the forms for these 
awards.
Eagle Scouting

We have one Eagle Scout award to present; 
President Robinson will make that presentation.
Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report-Compatriot Blumenfeld

There is a balance of $2104.20 in the 
checking account.  Compatriot Farris requested 
that Treasurer Blumenfeld file the annual online 
report with the IRS.
Color Guard/Historian Report-Compatriot 
Garcia

At the State Centennial celebration on June 
16 we will be paid to present the colors.  We will 
have a booth at 3rd and Central during the 
event.  We may  participate in the Massing of the 
Flags in Santa Fe on June 9; this is an event 
sponsored by  the Military  Orders of the World 
Wars.  At the National level, Commander Michael 
Tomme of Georgia will present the colors at the 
National Memorial Day Parade in Arlington, VA.
Registrar's Report-Compatriot Alexander

We have three new members to be sworn in 
at the present meeting.  An application for Roger 
Newell is in progress and we have an inquiry 
from a former member presently  residing in 
Edgewood.  President Robinson introduced 
prospective member Kevin Carr to those 
present; our President is also working on an 
application with prospective member Evan 
Wood.
Compatriot Farris reported that two television 
series are presently airing pertaining to 
genealogy.  A recent episode of one of these may 
offer leads to a large group of prospective 
members: descendents of Hessian Guards who 
stayed in the United States as taxpayers.
Calling Committee Report-Compatriot Yost

Chaplain Yost intends to look for information 
on Compatriots Robertson and  Morell.
New Business
New Members

Three new members were sworn in: 
Compatriot Leon Rael, Compatriot William (Bill) 
Boone Sr. and Compatriot William (Billy) Boone 
Jr.
Flag Certificate

We presented a Flag Cert ificate to 
Compatriot Garcia in recognition of his proper 
and patriotic display of the US Flag.
Open Discussion

Compatriot Barger reports that the State 
Chapter is looking for a new secretary  and 
treasurer.  He also reports that there will be a 
meeting of the State Historical society  in Santa 
Fe from May  3 to May  5.  He also reports that on 
July  4th the Lew Wallace Chapter of the DAR will 
hold their Bell Ringer Breakfast.
Next Meeting

Our next meeting is to be held on May 26th; 
this will be the last meeting until September.
Adjournment and Recessional

Compatriot Farris made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting; the motion was seconded and 
passed unanimously.

Compatriot Jacobs led us in the reading of 
the SAR Recessional and the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:30 pm.

P. Blumenfeld, Secretary/Treasurer

SAR ABQ Chapter President John 
Robinson Chats with Compatriot Ken 

Yost During the 4/28/2012 Meeting 
Kickoff and Social Period 
Sam Baty and Vernon Casias

From left: Compatriot and SAR ABQ Chaplain Ken Yost, 
SAR ABQ Chapter President John Robinson, SAR ABQ 
Seceretary Phil Blumenfeld

The Apr i l 28, 2012 meet ing of the 
Albuquerque Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) started with a half-
hour social period. The very congenial SAR ABQ 
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President John Robinson talked to many  of the 
SAR ABQ members during this period.  The 
meeting took place at Landryʼs Seafood 
Restaurant in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
commencing at 11:30 a.m. The meeting was very 
well attended, with several of the wives and 
friends joining the SAR members.

President Robinson took it in his stride when 
the guest speaker had to back out at the last 
minute. Fortunately, Compatriot George Garcia 
took over and gave a fine speech on Don 
Bernardo de Galvez and Spainʼs contribution to 
our Revolutionary War.
SAR ABQ Wives and Members Enjoy the 
Proceedings of the 4/28/2012 Meeting

 

From left: Compatriot  Jake Jacobs, Compatriot Lionel 
Rael, Caroline Rael (wife of Lionel), Jo Margaret Farris 
(Wife of John), and Compatriot John Farris

The wives and SAR ABQ members shown 
above have been staunch supporters of the SAR 
ABQ  monthly  meetings. They  deserve many 
kudos! 
New Compatriot Leon Rael and Wife Debbie 
Await the Swearing-in Activities 

Leon and Debbie Rael sit on the left side of 
the table across from Leonʼs proud parents 
(Lionel and Caroline Rael). New Compatriot 
Leon is patiently  awaiting the start of the 
swearing-in activities.
New Compatriots Bill and Billy Boone 
Prepare for the Swearing-in Function

Compatriot George Garcia (standing) Greets 
Visitor Kevin Carr

President Robinson (Standing) Calls the 
4/28/2012 Meeting of the SAR ABQ Chapter 
to Order

President Robinson called the meeting to 
order. He started out by  having the SAR ABQ 
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Chaplain, Compatriot Ken Yost, say  a prayer. 
The prayer was followed by  the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the Pledge to the SAR, and 
introduction of new members and guests. 

President Robinson then proceeded to tackle 
Old Business items, since lunch had not yet 
been served. The Old Business included 
approval of the March, 2012 Minutes, specifics of 
the 2012 SAR Congress to be held in Phoenix, 
AZ and co-hosted by the New Mexico SAR 
Chapters, a SAR Constitution review, and an 
update on NM Centennial activities. 
SAR ABQ Compatriot and Chaplain Ken Yost 
Prepares to Sit after his Moving Prayer 

Clockwise from left: Compatriot and former New Mexico 
SAR President Teddy Adams,  future Compatriot Roger 
Newall (his application is in), SAR  ABQ Compatriot and 
Chaplain Ken Yost, new Compatriot Billy Boone, (partially 
hidden), and former SAR ABQ President Michael Barger 

Compatriot George Garcia Provides the 
Lunch Program with a Magnificent Talk on 
Spain’s Contribution to our Revolutionary 
War 

From left: Belinda Garcia (George’s wife) and Compatriot 
George Garcia

Compatriot George Garcia dazzled the SAR 
ABQ  attendees with a riveting talk on Don 
Bernardo de Galvez and Spainʼs contribution to 
our Revolutionary  War. He mentioned a letter 
that George Washington had written to Galvez 
and how Spanish soldiers at the Santa Fe 
Presidio contributed two pesos each to the war 
effort. He also mentioned that there is a statue of 
Galvez in Washington, D.C. None of the SAR 
ABQ attendees seemed to know this fact.
President Robinson Continues with the 
Business Meeting After Lunch Is Out-of-the-
way 

From left: SAR ABQ President Robinson, SAR ABQ 
Seceretary Phil Blumenfeld

Pres iden t Rob inson p rov ided ove r 
Committee Reports and New Business. 
Committee Reports included ones by  the 
Treasurer (Compatriot Blumenfeld), Registrar 
(Compatriot Alexander), Historian (Compatriot 
Barger), ROTC and Veterans Affairs (Compatriot 
Adams), and the Calling Committee (Compatriot 
Yost). 

New Business included the swearing in of 
Compatriots Rael and Bill and Billy  Boone 
(please see below).  There were Fire/Police and 
Eagle Scout Award reports by  President 
Robinson as well as the presentation of a Flag 
Certificate to the Color Guard Commander 
(Compatriot Garcia).
Compatriot John Farris Provides Very 
Worthwhile Information on Geneology  
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From left: Jo Margaret Farris (John’s wife), Compatriot 
John Farris

Among his helpful input, Compatriot Farris 
asked if a segway  were appropriate. President 
Robinson said it was, and Compatriot Farris told 
of the helpful Geneology  programs on the ABQ 
PBS station on Friday  and Sunday  nights. Farris 
related how he was surprised that some of the 
Hessian soldiers – initially  fighting against 
General Washington and our Revolutionary  War 
heroes – eventually  elected to stay  in this 
country.  They became citizens and paid taxes. 
Thus, descendants of some of these soldiers 
would qualify for SAR and DAR status. 
New Compatriots Bill and Billy Boone and 
Soon-to-be Compatriot Roger Newall Listen 
Intently to the SAR ABQ Business 
Proceedings 

From left: Roger Newall, Compatriot Billy Boone, 
Compatriot Bill Boone

Compatriot and Registrar Ray  Alexander 
assured attendees that Roger Newall ʼs 
application is in.
Compatriot and Color Guard Comander 
George Garcia Receives the Flag Certificate 
from President Robinson

From left: Compatriot and SAR ABQ Chaplain Ken Yost, 
SAR ABQ Chapter President John Robinson, SAR ABQ 
Seceretary Phil Blumenfeld

Color Guard Commander and Compatriot 
George Garcia recieves the flag certificate from 
President Robinson. He accepted the certificate 
for the Color Guard on behalf of the Color 
Guardʼs outstanding support of many  historical 
events in New Mexico. The accompanying 
documentation tells how to fly the colors.
New SAR ABQ Members Billy Boone, Bill 
Boone, and Leon Rael Prepare Await their 
Induction into the Chapter 

From left: Billy Boone, Bill Boone, and Leon Rael
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The proud, new SAR ABQ  members wait for 
the swearing in festivities to commence.
Past State SAR President Adams and SAR 
ABQ President Robinson Prepare to Hand 
Out the New Member SAR Certificates 

  
From left: Past State SAR President Teddy Adams, SAR 
ABQ President Robinson

Past New Mexico Society  SAR (NMSSAR) 
President Teddy  Adams is shown gathering the 
certificates and other material to be given to the 
new inductees (Leon Rael, Billy  Boone, and Bill 
Boone). Compatriot Adams continues to play  a 
huge role in the success of the NMSSAR. He 
works tirelessly  to further NMSSAR with high 
schoo l ROTC s tuden ts and Ve te rans 
organizations.  He is also spearheading the 
participation of New Mexico Chapters in the co-
sponsoring of the 2012 SAR Congress in 
Phoenix.
New SAR Members Congratulated by SAR 
Registrar Ray Alexander and New Compatriot 
Leon Rael’s Father

From left: Registrar Alexander, New Compatriots Billly 
Boone, Bill Boone, and Leon Rael, and Compatriot Lionel 
Rael (Leon’s Father) 

President Robinson Prepares to Close the 
April 28 SAR ABQ Meeting

President Robinson concluded the meeting 
by  having Compatriot Farris lead the attendees 
in the Recessional.

SAR ABQ Chapter President John 
Robinson Welcomes Guest Speaker 

Major Vic Segura and his Wife, Diane, 
During the 5/26/2012 Social Period 

Sam Baty and Vernon Casias
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From left: SAR ABQ Chapter President John Robinson, 
Diane Segura, and Major Vic Segura

SAR ABQ President Robinson was the 
perfect host for our guest speaker, Major Vic 
Segura, and his wife, Diane.  The Albuquerque 
Chapter was extremely fortunate to have Vic as 
our speaker for May. Vic is currently  the State 
Safety  and Ride Captain for the New Mexico 
Patr iot Guard Rider Organization. This 
organization deserves a hearty  round of 
applause from all of us for the very  patriotic 
stance the members have taken.   
SAR ABQ Chapter President John Robinson 
Convenes the 5/26/2012 Monthly Meeting

From left: Barbara Robinson, SAR ABQ Chapter President 
John Robinson, and SAR ABQ Chapter Secretary/Treasurer 
Phil Blumenfeld  

President Robinson called the meeting to 
order. The meeting took place at Landryʼs 
Seafood Restaurant in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, commencing at 11:30 a.m. The meeting 
was very  well attended, with several of the wives 
joining the SAR members.

President Robinson started out by having the 
SAR ABQ  Chaplain, Compatriot Ken Yost, say  a 
prayer. The prayer was followed by  the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Pledge to the SAR.
Compatriot and SAR ABQ Chaplain Ken Yost 
Gives the Opening Prayer

From left: Compatriot John Farris. Compatriot and 
Chaplain Ken Yost, Claryce Yost, Compatriot Lionel Rael, 
Carl Henry (back to camera), and Compatriot George 
Garcia

Chaplain Yost provided a very  moving prayer 
to start the meeting activities. Chaplain Yost 
definitely  got the proceedings off on the right 
foot. 
Major Vic Segura Fills the Guest Speaker Role  

 
After being introduced by  President 

Robinson, Major Vic Segura gave an outstanding 
speech relating facts about the role that the 
Patriot Guard fulfills. Many  of the SAR members 
thought that they  must ride a motorcycle to be a 
member of the Patriot Guard. Major Vic said that 
this wasnʼt the case. All a Patriot Guard member 
has to be able to do is hold a flag at a veteranʼs 
funeral. The Patriot Guard, in attending the 
funerals, shows sincere respect for the fallen 
heroes, their families, and their communities. 
The Guard shields the mourning family  and their 
friends from interruptions caused by a protestor 
or group of protestors.
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Major Vic said that there are about 3000 
members of the Patriot Guard in New Mexico 
alone. In the total United States, the number is, 
of course, much higher. Other functions of the 
Patriot Guard are also very  patriotic. They 
include wreath laying ceremonies in December, 
international veteranʼs tributes, ceremonies at 
State Houses honoring those who serve, and 
teaching our children about the sacrifices made 
by  veterans and their families to preserve our 
freedoms.
President Robinson Congratulates Major 
Segura for his Outstanding Speech

From left: SAR ABQ Chapter Secretary/Treasurer Phil 
Blumenfeld (seated), SAR ABQ Chapter President John 
Robinson, Major Vic Segura, Diane Segura

President Robinson congratulated Major Vic 
on a job well done. Unfortunately, Major Vic and 
Diane had to leave and did not stay  for the rest 
of the SAR ABQ meeting.
SAR ABQ Members Discuss Key Issues 
during Lunch Break

Clockwise from left: Compatriot John Farris, Compatriot 
George Garcia (standing), Compatriot Ken Yost, Claryce 

Yost, Compatriot Lionel Rael, Caroline Rael, Belinda 
Garcia, Nancy Henry (back to camera), Carl Henry  

SAR ABQ President Robinson Reconvenes the 
Monthly Meeting after the Lunch Break 

From left: Nancy Henry (with camera), Caroline Rael 
(partially masked), Compatriot George Garcia, Belinda 
Garcia, Barbara Robinson, SAR ABQ President Robinson, 
SAR ABQ Secretary/Treasurer Phil Blumenfeld

President Robinson proceeded to tackle Old 
Business items, have Committee Reports, 
review new  business, and have an open 
discussion of items of importance to SAR ABQ 
members. 

The Old Business included approval of the 
April, 2012 Minutes, a Constitution review and 
rewrite, an update on NM Centennial activities, 
and a status report on Flag certificates. At the 
request of Compatriot Baty, President Robinson 
explained the importance of Flag Certificates. 
These certificates are given to organizations that 
fly  the United States Flag correctly. Of 
prominence in this category is Don Chalmers 
Ford. This agency  flies a huge United States 
Flag, and President Robinson wants to award 
their Flag Certicate very  soon, preferably  by the 
time of the national SAR Congress in Phoenix, 
AZ in early July.
Compatriots Farris and Yost Participate in 
Committee Reporting and New Business 
Thrusts 
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From left: Compatriot John Farris, Compatriot Ken Yost

Compatriot and Former SAR ABQ President 
Barger Discusses the Constitution Review and 
Rewrite   

From left clockwise: Compatriot Ray Alexander (back to 
camera), Compatriot Michael Barger, Compatriot Jake 
Jacobs

Compatriot Barger presented information on 
the Constitution review and rewrite and gave the 
State Historian Report. Barger said that he, 
President Robinson, and Compatriot Baty  would 
make a final review and present the results to 
the SAR ABQ Board of Managers.
SAR ABQ President Robinson Listens Intently 
to Meeting Proceedings

From left: Compatriot George Garcia, Belinda Garcia, 
Barbara Robinson, SAR ABQ President John Robinson, 
SAR ABQ Secretary/Treasurer Phil Blumenfeld

Compatriot and Color Guard Commander 
George Garcia Presents Information on the 
Coming Events and the 1776 Play

Compatriot Garcia reported on a number of 
upcoming events in which the New Mexico SAR 
Color Guard will likely  participate.  He also talked 
about the 1776 Play, a very  patriotic play. He will 
pass information on this play  to SAR ABQ 
members as it becomes available.
Compatriot Ken Yost Gives the Calling 
Committee Report 

Chairman of the Call ing Committee, 
Compatriot Ken Yost, gave the status of the 
Calling Committee. He mentioned those 
members who he was having trouble getting 
ahold of, and he asked if anyone had information 
on these members.
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Visitors Carl and Nancy Henry Add to the 
Meeting Festivities 

From left (foreground): Carl Henry, Nancy Henry; from 
left (background): Claryce Yost, Compatriot Lionel Rael, 
Caroline Rael

Compatriot John Farris Provides an Input to 
the Open Discussion Session

During the open discussion per iod, 
Compatriot Farris moved that the chapter 
procure a projector for use by  guest speakers. 
He agreed to get cost data on a projector and 
present it to Chapter members for a vote. The 
Chapter does have funds to procure such an 

item. However, Chapter members will have to 
decide if it would be a worthwhile purchase.

Compatriot Yost stated that the chapter ought 
to think about selecting a Sergeant-at-Arms. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms would be responsible for the 
projector and bring it to applicable meetings if 
the Chapter decides to procure one.
President Robinson Asks Chaplain Yost to 
Provide a Closing Prayer

Chaplain Ken Yost provided another moving 
prayer for the SAR ABQ members. His prayer 
preceded the closing of the meeting by President 
Robinson.
President Robinson Closes the May 2012 SAR 
ABQ Meeting

From left: Belinda Garcia, Barbara Robinson, SAR ABQ 
President Robinson, SAR ABQ Secretary/Treasurer Phil 
Blumenfeld

President Robinson closed the meeting as 
members, spouses, and guests recited the SAR 
Recessional.
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